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the mighty King of. 
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Rearand gracious Lady, let 
it notſeeme rudy 
all humblenes 1 beleech ir) 
chat an vnaworthy ſouldier 
EZ[|ſhoulde offer- lines to ſo 
PM worthy a Lady: the digni | 
; | of the ſubiect cir is 4g i 
1k meth with boldnes, for to whom doth more 

properly belong the patronizing of thole things 
that arc inciting to feminine vertue,then to your 
Highneſle, iv whom Modeſty is ſeene to march 


vith-Maeſly, gonifice nce, Gratiouſnes 


Mildnes with Ma 
with Greatnes, and where bright ſhining Yertwe, is 


an Attendant to waite vpon Dignty. 
Of whom might then make better choyce to 


protect the worthines of women, then of her 
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THE EPISTLE DEDICATORIE. 

thatis the moſt worthy amongſt women: 

_ Tafſſuremy ſelfe that all vertuous women will 

priuiledge mineindeuours, ifany bee offended, 

they are butſuch asare vnworthy to be pleaſed. 
The warrant that | haue of your gracious dil- 


_* poſitiondoth moreimbolden me,then the hope 
that I haue of minc owne vntutered penne, 
yetwithall humblenes and duty, be- 
queathing my worthlefle lynes 
to your worthy protection 
will reſt. | 


Baznazn R YCH 


\ 


TO THE NVMBERLES 


NY MBER OF HONORABLE 
Ladies, vertuous Gentlewomen, and 


to all the reſt of the nil 1, modeſt, and 
worthy cher womankinde. 


=D2=] Onorable and worthy Dames, 
. I's £3) DE>3 || afiwell wines widowes maides, 


YE |] cuer or whereſocuer with all 

&|| humblenesand knees beded & 
bowedrothe groundler me be- 
ſeech your patience, that haue 
vndertakena ſubiet of that ex- 
| cellency as would haverequired 
a more pregnant & excellent witthen I doe acknowledge 
to be in my ſelfethe, brightnes of the ſanne is beſt diſcer- 


ned by herown beames,and the excellency of women is - 


not to bee expreſſed, bur by their owne merittes if T have 


therefore (et vp toodimne a light ro blazon your perfe- 


Ations,let your owne vertues (hine in that wonred oryen- 
tall brightneſle, as from your firſt creation (at all crimes 
| andinall ages) hath fo illumined the worlde, with. 
thoſe high and rare perfeQions, as men may 
well admire bur neuer bee able to extin- 

guiſh Thus deſiring ſtill ro live in 
your gracefull loue and fauour 
will reft the moſt aſſured 
at yourcomandc« 
ments, 


BannazsRicu 
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| ofall eſtates & degrees,wholoe- 
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The £xcellencie of good Wi omen. 


Hen-the Deuil at che fultbe- 
an his temptationin Paradsſe 
< he attempted the woman, tel- 
W |1ling Her ſbe wanted but one thing 
to make her ſelf like God: 1 would 
be loath theretore,cuher vaunc 
lyro magnthie or vily cro1mbale 
|| thedighttie of women. Thar I 
— mightthen ſpeake of this {ub- 


ie& without parriallity, and but according toatruth, 


I willnot implore theaffiltance neither of Apollonenher 
of Pallas, nor yet of the Muſes, but will humbly beſecch 
the help of the cucrliuing God . | 
Forthe woman of honeſt life, glory and admiration 
attends on her,it is therefore eyery mans partnoronely 
to reuerence her, but alſo to defend her —_ and C- 
ſtimation. _ - -, * 00007 0301, 2% 
\Butthe berterto maketryal of womens perfeRion in 
encrall,let vs examine thetr hr{t creation, whereaisto 
be notedtheſhbſtice whereof they-were 
was of the purified mettall of man. 
T he place, where. chey, were 


-Theume otthi 


-of this &haunglho good an 
roche which doubrlcs God hadreſpetwhen ho lai 77 


&s n0t good for man to le alone, let vs make him a helper. 
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2 The Excellence. 


.Tothis the Prophet Malachy doth likewiſe witneſle 
when he ſaith. Though God at the firſt had abundice of ſpi- 
rit yet hee made but one woman of one ribbe for the helpe and 
comfort of owe mans. 

Why then a man that wanteth a friend forplcaſure 
a ſeruant for profit,a counſellour to aduiſe him,a c6for- 
ter ro-cheriſh him, a companion to ſolace him, a helper 
to affiſt him, or a ſþirituall inſtrufter ro informe him, a 

& a ventuous wite doth ſupply all theſe occaſions 

I therefore I thinke there 1s neither religion nor 

goodnes in that man, that loucth not an honeſt anda 
Joyall wite. 

_ - Hereweſeetherefirſt inſtitution, & where vntothey 
vere made,bur it I ſhould now take ypon me to ſpeake { 
of the excellencic of thoſe women that haue from time 
to umealſþired in the deepe capacity of Arts and (cien- 

cesand hane fo farrexcecded inall manner ofknow- 

ledge (that men haue not onely had cauſcto praiſe, | 
buralſoro woonderat them) I might heape together 

a greater volume then cucry mans leaſure would ſerue 


CR | 
| lcauing the multitude and to ſpeake but of ſome 

very fewe that are regcſtred in hiſtories to their perpe- 
tual praiſe we do reade of Nicoſtrataicalled allo Carmen- 
ta, for the eloquence ſhe had in verlifying, of Laſterna & 
Axtiothea rwo worthy dames molt highly renowned 4- 
mongſt the {chollers of Plato. | 

_ Of Aratheathar wror forty ſeuerall bookes,whoread 
-openlyin the ſchooles and (as ir is written in hyſtories)- 
"had 1 56. Phyloſophers that were her (chollers, 
-- rheris yermention madeof Aſpaſea thar inſtrufted Pe- 

ricles:of Lelia $abina,lo renowned in Rome TO” | 
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of good women. 3 
of Amataſnuta, Kothers like lcarned in the Latine, bar 
wherein haue women beene inferior euen to the beſt 
men; If weſhould looke intoa vertuous life who more 
famed then Aemelia,C laudia, T uſia, Nicauliattor 
metit, who more prouident then Zenobia; for wildome 
Saba,thatop ſed Solomon; foratiuiticin warr Pentha- 
ſilea,tor ws.” 5 Sapho, for policic Zoe: for poetry, T halir, 
for rethoricke Hilerna; tor oratory Cornelia, tor elo- 
quence Hortenſia, £0 

Let vs now ſeeamongſttheclymenrall isthcre 
not for matter of warre aſivell the fle Bellons, as 
the god Mars? for ſcience and wildome, is there nota 
Pallas Alwell as Apollo? for poetic or verittying are nor 
thenine Muſes as famous as Phebus? 
Further more theſevertues of 7uſtice Temperance For- 
titude, Patrence,pitty, Mercy, Charitie, Humultic,and ma- 
ny other like, are all of the feminine gender, yea rhe 
Church of God is compared to a woman and figured 
forth in femall ſhape, 
Bar leaving hyſtories thatare infinitin example of 
womens worthines,if we did but looke into enery ordi- 
nary kalender, weſhould finde out as many vygzls of ho- 
ly women, as feaſtes of devour men. = 

By thts we may ſee the Excellence of good women ; that 
were neuer yet fo ſcarceto be found as in the time of 
E/;as,chatthoughthim ſelfe to beleftaloneto ſerue thel: 
uing God. | 

Bur let vs yet draw nearerto this confirmation:when 
our ſautour himſelfe had his abode here vpon the earth 
who conſpired againſt him, who ſdughe to 


him, who tempted him, who condemned his dodtrine, 
im, who fayd he had a Devill 
B 


who would have ſtoned h 


\ 


with 
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with in him, who would haue intrapped him; 'who 


ſed his death none but men Herod Ann Chaiphas, 
Scribes Phariſees vnbelecuing Tewes, yea 1udas himſelfe 
char was one ofthis owne 4h 
Now co wite,who buedhimmat intirelywho 
imbraced hisdoQrine, who ed him to bea Pro- 
phet, whoenterteyned him into their houſes, who mi- 
niſtred vnto him. even of there owne (ubſtance? onely 
women, Afary, Martha, the woman of Samaria, 1onna 


Suſanna,and mary others. 


It was a woman that poured a box of precious oynt- 


mentonhis head, they, were men that murmured a- 
_ gainſt it and were offendedtharfo great coſt was beſto- 


wed vppon him. 

It was Pilate aman that condemned Chrift.and Jet . 
ucred himro the 7ewes to be crucified : It was his wite 
a woman, that willed her huſband To hauc nothing fa doe 
with that 1ſt man. 

They were men that caried him ro be crucified com 
pelling him to beare his owne Croſle,they were women 
tharfollowed to theplace where he was crucified bicter 
ly weeping and lamenting his death. 

What would you more they were women that gill vi 
{ned his ſepulcher after his buryail,and it was awoman 
to whom he firſt appeared after his eelurrefion. 

It were needles toinlarge any further how many wor 
thy women haue conſtantly ſuffered death vader 
tyrantes for thename pf Chriſt. 


Idoe not inſerterheſe prelidentes with any pretence 


ro4mpeach men,or to doe them wronge,but according 

20a reſtified truth,to do women right, 
And yctto ſpeake truly women are commonly morg 
abſtinenc 


- 85 Os 5 
abſtinent from all manner of vncleaneſſerhen menzaer- 
FTI Co —_— them curbed in with any other bri- 

e then what they willingly put v Li ſelues. 
And that is the zeale of weTy and 4 yr of good 
name which to.cucry honeſt woman is more precious 
then gold or filueror any other gerame. 

It gricucth me now to thinke thar there ſhould bea 
woman found, to be accounted diſhoneſt, or that any 
of them ſhould fo farre ſtray from thatExcelleneie where 
vnto ſhe was created, to be repured-11] . And yer inthe 
holy ſcriptures there is mention made afipellofa Dalil: 
as of a Debora, of a Jeſabel as of aindith. 

Anditis 1mpoſhble indeed,chat any good ſhould be 
withoutthe comixenre of ill, na 4; is NO CONETA 
rie without his contrary,there could be tif here 
wcreno wronge.And what were health it there were 0 
ſicknefſe, what happines,if no miladuenture,whar were 
loueifthere were no hate, and ſo of good ifthere Were 


noill, 
And asa diſcorde many rimes maketh che muicke 


ro be the more ſiveete,ſothe woman. of lewde life ma- 
keth herthatis good to ſhine the —_— 

There bea number of women inthele 
my conl{cienceare both good and honeſt, anq'I am (ure 
that they vemldacamedtieomſs ro ——_— 


yet if we ſhould iud . lrvxfy by their ourward ſhow, 


elues it their light and 


_ They viero _— 

Be gud attire we ſhuld 1 
en euer was Lays of Copynthor Flora of vreane 

It] nr hard matrer rheretore un this age to diſtingu 


betweene, the good woman and the bad by _ 


Do as | there belonges . nv, ſhame to him chat in wrea- 
| B' 2 ' thing 


| 


eaef 


_ them to mers a 


BF | The Fxcellencie. 
thingaglonons garland, is formetimes inforced to bo- 
rowea handfall of flowers from a neighbours garden: 
enen {d, roadorne the ſabie&trhar I hauc taken in hand 
andthe rather ro beaucifie (o worthy a matter, I have 

' borrowedrhehelpeota learned dinine, who in a fer- 


mon by him preached in the praiſe of good womnen, 
firſt "rs urvat 1 out of indoods of Pronerbsthe 
3.Chap. and the 14. verſe where Solomon ſpeaking of 
averruons woman, faith ſhe is like a marthantes ſhip Cc 
It their be any e that will preſame to find 
favitwiththisdeſcription now cnſuinge, or that will 
thinke the prayiesthatare given to thote women that | 
are good, areogcrexceedinge,orthe diſpraiſes of the ill 
arerdoreprehending, letthem vnderſtand chart although 
ir were ſerdowne by the hand of Solomem, a man (yet 
ſach a man as God himlelte had a _ 
ſeſtamongſt men) yer it was the finger of God thar fir! 
direed my cer ern hand of Solowor hath ſer downe 
the true notes and markes whereby to diſtinguiſh the 
| '__ goodwomen from the bad, the vertnous from the vici- 
| = og vor Io ks foreſaid Chap.of a 
verruous woman he fairh Her price is farre more precious 
then pearies: And proceeding fhll tn herpraife and com- 
mendarions 1m the 14.verſe he ſairh ſhe i51rke a mare pants 


Heftuſt prizeth her whar ſheets worrh cſteeming her 

reprecious then pearle,then he Iikeneth her to 
wharſhe doth reſemble and that is Toa 1archants ſhip. 

And as he ſertech downe her value what ſhe is worth 
and herreſemblance where wvnro ſhe is ike, ſo he 
cer.aine notes and knowledge of all ter qualities h 


Ow 


fc 


fhe behaueth her ſelfe aſwell within doore 45 withour, 
and firſt towardes her ar TI E222 
wot enill all the dayes of ber fe... wh 

Then he ginet 


how ſhe ſpendes her time She ſerkerh wool and flax and 
C_— with her hands : he forgetterh nor to 
giue vs ſpeciall markes of her ſpeaches, > 


tend and how ſhe behaneth her ſclfe mm her owne ho 
amongſt her family. NY oe nan w 
She openeth her month with wiſdome, the law of gracets 


in her tongue. 


S he owes ſetth the wayes of her kouſhoulde andeaterh not of 


the breade of 1dlenes.. | 2 "IR 
This deſcription of a good woman rhus fer downeby 
Solomon, was not done withour | 
he thoughe it nor onely neceſſary ro ſhewe what the is 
butalſo where vnto ſhe is like, thar we might the rather 
finde her ont by ſome ſenſible reſemblance our faiauy 
' Chriſt vſed the like when he reſembled his Diſciples to 
ſalt and ſometimes likenerh himſelfero a 
zerſtone and figurerh his blefſed body to Breage.. 
Helikenerh the kingdome of heauen to a #nſbande- 
man,to aGraine of nuſtzrdſced, ro Leaven, to. 2Nett,to 2 
Marchant,to a Xing and all the(e with many ocher like, 
thus reſembled for cerreine properties and limilitudes, 
wherein the one is like vnto the other, 
Now a good woman faith Solomon, is like vnio afbip: 
but what thipp? Like vato.a marchantes /bip that bringeth 


in 


The Harbtis likero a ſhip 100, burner like a n 

chanres ſhip,but in rruth like a Pyra7 a Rower, a Frebas 

and like ſuch aſhip as lieeh ill in waite for rapineapd 
[ or 


h other notes, whar be her exerciſes % 
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| s | # | Lg The Excellence. 
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EL An honeſttradinge marchants ſhip is farre different: 

T it and it was well norcd by him that hath formerly (et 

} downethe witeto bethe (hip, and the hulband tobec 
che marchant, and the huſbands wordto be the Routher 
-- to the ſhipp, by the whichſhe mult be turned, guided 
| and direded ſhe muſt be a. (ſturinge ſhip quicke of ſtir- 


—_— 


rige,readyata word of her huſband ſhe muſtnotbeim- 
moveable like ſome womenne that a'man were as 

good to remoue a houſe, astoremonethem from their 

willes, buta good woman is Ikea ſhipp but. norlike a 


Houle. "Em "No _ 
She muſt be direQed by diſcrerion, andftill ſhape her 
courie both d heres and by exe . Idoenormeane 


| | #tapatrcofplayinge cardes: for ſhe that direes her 
* $$ i courſe that way is butan vaprofitable ſhip for an honeſt 
3H i trading marchante. 


 Thecempaſſe and the cardethat an honeſt woman.is 
to vie,is her countenance and herconlideration, which 
muſt be modeftand vertuous. 
She muſtbe balanced with Sobrietie and Grauzty that 
ſhe be riot over ſer with euery light pufſe of wanae, ſhe 
muſtnor ſer fayle ro every gale that bloweth, but to the 
winde of ni/dome, the windeof her hulbandes breath, © 
forthat1s it that muſtdire& her in her right courlſe;ſhce 
muſtnot be too high cargde,norto tant Maſtediorthe iu- 
reſt ſafery isto bearea lowe (ayie, 
Shemuſt not fayle but by leade and by line ſtill (oun- 
ding the deapth and foreſccinge the danger, ſhe muſt 
 Jooke outfor Rockes, Flattes, Shelfesand Sandes: and dil- 
courting any peril! within her kenning to giue herhuſ 
band warning, and (aſmuch as in her Lieth ) to helpe 
himio avoyde it. 


A 


of good women b 
A farther note is here lefrvnto me, that as a woman 
is thus like aſhip confidered in her proper vermaes, © 
ſhe is likewiſe compared with her Owner and there ſhe 
is like a ſhip indecd,for who ſo euer marries a wite may 
well be called a Marchant ventures for he makes a 
aduentore that adventures his credir, his reputation, - 
his eſtate, his quier,his liberrye, yea many men by mar- 
riage do niot onely aduenture there es but-many 
times their ſonſes. | 
Asthe ſhip herſelfe theref.>re muſt be very deiibera- 
tiuc,and neuer ſaylc but by ſounding;leſt by hes ynhee- 
dines ſhe runs herfelfe a ground: to he that goes abour 
awitchad neede to looke atlivell about him, leaſt hee 
make-ſuch achoicethat for one datespleaſure, hedorh 
purchaſe rgpentance- all the dayes ofthis liteafres.” 
They ſay aman ſhould rather chuſe a wife by his eaxes 
then by his eyes, bur for thoſerthar will needes aduen- 
ture of fachwomen as haue bene aocortoutly knowae 
to be infamecd , and being truly informed of thematore 
hand, will yet needes marry them, they are like the fa0- 
liſh Mariners A&.27. who becaule they rooke not coun 
fayl in the haven which Pazle had aduited, were intor- 


cedatter they putto lea to refalue v awracke. 

A wages 40 IÞ to WED, i 5 
wuſthave many qualities: but I ay he is bucadeſperate 
marchantthat will aduentureofa thipthar is nor ftauch 

Shee is nota good marchans ſhip tha is roo render 
fided that will toupe ro enery putte, thar dorh bur beare 
”—_ herquarter,and is {o leward, it ſhedoe bur bice a 
little (at a Bowlixe, that the will hould no courſe bur with 
the winde in her poope, 


Alltheſe bell condirions ina thip buceſpeciallyin 
\ ex 
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10 
herthar | to a marchant. Mt 
 TItisthepropenyofa ſhip to anſiyere her /7elwme 
readily and not to bee heard of ſti but ro feele 


che Rowther quickly and thereby to be turned, ruled and 
| fed ery ſhould RY 
ia yeare of ſtirrage ts aptto run into man 

jt | Agr, T0 by her hull pars 
W i wotdburis crofſe and contrary ro his dire&ions is a 

it dangerous wite and runneth her ſelte many times into 
8 1 fhameandinfamy. = i 

= i | Bata good womanlaith Solomen is like a Marchants ſhip 
4 a worthy comEndanion: Andalthoughthec wordes haue 
beene many timesrepeared yetthey cannot be too often 
tcrared>for all orher ſhippes tharcrofſeththe 
ſcas the marchantis moſt profitable borh tpr hiniſe] 
and his country,forſhe isa ſhip onely fortradeand tra 
fiquero inrich him,by which example a good wotnan is 
— all her endevoursto retpe& her hufbandes 


And as the marchants ſhip is thus comodious, ſa of 
aliorher ſhe is moſt pcaceab le vppon he ſea, for ſhe was | 
builr for peace and nor for warre, for marchantes are in 
nothing more ſory rhen to heare of warres*but among 
allorher chings an honeſt true rrading marchant cannot 
indure to heare of a Prrate, tharlives not by honeſt traf; 
fiquebut by common ſpoile, and as the ſhup of a Pirate, 
(which is the true reſemblance to an adulrrous woman) 
tsbork loathed and ſhunned by che honeſt trading mar- 
 chantſothe crime hath beenethata wicked woman wel 
knowne to be infamed, was no leffe abhorred by thoſe 
chat were honeſt-but here good women are to learne, 
chat amarchant will in no wiſe conſort nor have to doe 


with 


of g00d women, — 


with a Pirate,but as he doth dereftand abhorre hey ſw he 


TTY avoide & fſhanne 


| ſeeketh by all 


her, 1t ſhould 
the greater is her blame chat will admit of a Cartizass 


company. 

Againe the marchantes ſhip is a painefull ſhippe thee 
muſt not be ſtil] ridingear ancker,or ready torunne inro 
eucry porte or Hazes, but as ſhe muſt be efron co 
watch both wind. and tide (o to winn her volage with 
the more expedition, ſhe muſt ſome timesbe content ro 
beat ir our attheſeair ſeit alchough bur wich a bare and 


a veryſcant 
Anda goodwoma x boron ke the marchantes 


ſhip imiehrore 
PETIT by wmnenns 


diligence, and by the wit 


dome of 6-09 (rn 
Shee feeth that her marchandize are good, hey candle is nat 
put out by night... 

Shee riſethwhile it is yet night aud gizeth the portion to her 
houſhould and the ordinary to her maydes. 
She putteth her fingers to the whecle and her handes bundle 

the ſpindle. pro. 3. 


Nowa good faveris nor onelya good gerter burlike 
wiſe a good bringerin. 


| Theadultrous woman,ſhee bringerhin 200, bur by © 


many filthy meanes,as were ſhametullro-beſerdowne. 
Gyms ns brin o ated in by ewe 2 chea- 


avs Jo b ſeen by /godiney dtd by 
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berof ſpoiles with as many paſſengers as ſhe meetes ſhe ” 
conlumes it againe in the nextharbour,in ryot,in drun- 
kennes, in volupruouſnes,& in al mannerofextraordina- 
ry beaſtlines: heere is yet againe to bee remembred,what = 
hach beene already learnedlytaught vs out of thistext of 
{cripture, for heere is nowe to bee conlidered, that al- 
rhough a verruous woman,in many thinges may bee re- 
ſembled to a ſhip,yer there be fome parvicularqualities 
belonging to a ſhip,thata good woman mult not haue 
and char 1s, one ſhippe may belong to many marchanrs 
and one marchant may be owner 1n many ſhips butthis 
15a {peciall note of the vnchalt woman, forthe cries ſtill 
the more the merricr;amarchant,ncuer {aylech bur with 
' .._ aconvenicatcompany no more then wil ſufhcerwhan 
___ dleherlaylesandrorackle the ſhipras necelfriefrequi- 
But the Pzrat,is {till donble and treble manned,yea & 
ſo ouer peſtred with men, that ſhe hath more then ſhe is 
wellablero towe:Andall this ſhe vſerh as well for of- 
fence as for defence and againſt none ſo much asagainſt 
che moſthoneſt trading marchanr. 

' Sotheadultrous woman doth ſtill play of the aduan-. 
rage, andthe ſhall have renne for one to take her part a- 
gainſtany woman that 15 honcſt. 

Let me but crave pardon to fer downe what I my 

fclie have obferued this caie. 7 ts 
- have &ldame ſeencao honeft woman (which is here 

_ 1<lembnied ro.a marchames ſhip) to hage many fricudes 
ro vademake for her , rhar wall quarreli for her, char will 

—__ hgbeforher, orcharmilibearany grear coſtes & charge 
/ byanymeanesraſipporr hervnlcsirbe a farhey, abro- 
| But 


" | of goed Women 7 
But Thucidides will needes approue that woman to be 


moſt honeſthat 1s leaſt knowne & I thinke indeed thar 
the moſt honeſt woman is leaſt ſpoken of, for chey doe 
leaſe the leaſt in number, and vertue was neuer 
b the multitude,now to ſpcake mine owne knowledge 
I haue not heard of thoſe wometo be ouer much cloied 
_ with honeſty,that are continually trequented with co- 
mers of all ſortes and to haue adopred fathers adopred 
brothers, adopted ſonnes, adopted partners, adopred 
(eruantes,adopted friendes,and {uch anumber of ocher 
adopted companions as thoſe women of approued ho- 
ncſty are (teldome (cen to be acquainted with: Goe you 
alke me how a diſhoneſt woman ſhuld induce this large 
' acquaintance.* | 
The lippes of a harlot ( ſasth Salomon ) drop like the honny 
combe her mouth is more ſoft then ole but her ende more b1t- 
ter then worn oode and ſharper then a two edged mniger 
Jurtager downe to deathe and her ſteppes do lead ta hell pro. 5. 
I ſay with Salomon, beware of the (lightes ofa Harlor, 
fhe hath arongue to traine, exes toallure, /ookes to atract, | 
tearesro.cxcule Smulesto flatter, Inticements to prouoke, 
Frownes to delay,Beckes,to recall, Zippes,to inchantylu/{/es 
to inflame,a boay to performe,andall the(e ro poiſon. 
And as ſhee inticeth them thus by her{lightes {0 thee 
_ diſperleth them againe ac her pleaſure, tor ſome thee 
ſends to the phiſition to ſeeke for helpe,lome to the {pir 
tle char are paſt cure, ſome ro weeping Croſſe to bewaile 
there expences, lome ro the priſon there to lie and lan- 
guiſh, ſome to the gallowesto ende a wretched lite, and 
all co the deuill if they have nor grace torepentin tune. 
T hele wanton countenances, thele immodelt deha- 
aiours thele impudent ——— be they noe allures 
PF pa | MNCOOAcs 
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fend ſomeandI would be gladto pleaſe all;but how ma- 
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ments to make themſelues knowne,if in ftcede ofthele 
amarous glances,theſe yeelding geſtures and theſe in- 
eicing trickes, they would but ſhow a ſober demeanure 


 amodeſtregard,and a vertu@us diſpofition theſe leche- 


rous pigions,. that doe ſo much followe the haunte 
would torſake the douchouſlt. 

O how many worthy women are their now in thts 
age, that might glue example, that can ſo temper them- 
ſelues in all their enterteinementes that they cur of all 
hope from the vicious minded. 
| Thevertuous woman girdeth her loynes with ſtreng th((ath 
Salomon)thart 1s,ſhe ſetleth her mind with ſtaiednes and 
continency,ſtreneth und honour are her clothinge and in the 
latter day ſhe ſhall reivice but for the harlot ſhe wayteth nos 
the way of tife pro. 5. 

; Wemay ſee here the difference between the good wo 
man and the bad, the one Salomon cloatheth with ho- 
nor and eſtimation the other he confineth in the highe 
way of death. - e. 1g (he 
- - Thereis now one other qualitie that agood woman 
muſt in no wiſe borrow from a ſhipand that is too much 
rigginge.and it isa great deale of charge and to very lit- 
tle purpoſe that is beſtowed on ſome ſhips in ſuperflui- 
ties in the paintinge of Caage workes like the painting of 
womens faces that being worne of with wind and wea- 
ther leaues loath ſomnes behind to thoſe that do behold 
itand then what Flags what Exſignes what ſtreamers,and 
o_ pendants that ſerueth for no vie but for pride and 

rayery. IT 
- ButifIſhuld —_ of the vanitiesthat arevſed amongſt 
4 great many of women nowadayes perhaps 1might of- 


ny 


of good women. | SO 
ny gentlemen hauc conſumed them (clues by vphouF 
ding their wiues | gags many Lordſhips are ſould | 
to vphould lady ; and whar 1s it that doth make (0 
many Cittizensand trades men, ſo commonly to play 
Banckrour, butthe exceffwe pride thatis viedby their 
WI1IyCS. & | ke Eee FW 
By this pride of women Hoſpitalitie ts eaten vp and 
_ hou(keeping is baniſhed out of the country and 
ow many tems are ſtil] brought in for the bodyes ex- 
ceſſe without any conſideration ofthe poore ſoules na- 
kednes., HD C63 DTS (731910 
' Butmethinkes it could not be1ll taken for meto ſer 
downe how the' Prophet Efay dallies with the. wanton 
geſtures ofthe vaine wome that were in his dates arzherr 
Hretehed out neckts their wandering eyes,their walkinge and - 
their mincinge as they goe in the ſtreetes. nad 0023 - | 
Then he ſetteth downea whole Royall Exchange ful of 
vanities,ſo many to be rehearſed as I will forbeare . at 
this time to-deliuer,they thatare deſirous roknowethe, . 
letthElooke into thez.of E/ay fromthe 16.tothe 24 verſe 
where they ſhall findetharthe wanton diſpoſed women 
thatwere inthat age hatir left preſidents ra thoſe: that 
are inclined tolightnes now. BY. ery ac 
Ithath been a queſtion, whether chaftity ioyned with 
vanity,doth deſerue any commendations, bur I will noe 
diſpnte, becauſe I willnotoffend :yetT doethinke thar 
this ouermnchaffetted folly doth live with nolefle. ſo 
ſpeed honeſty. © 1.6 57; ale 
| Sheeis an ill huſwife therefore of her credite and re- 
putation, that will doeany thing, to bring it into con- 
firuftion, thaewill giue any fignes or ſhewes of lightnes, 
whereby ſheemay be ſiſpefed,becauſea woman thar is 
'_ once 
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oncegainted in herhonour,muſt be driven to a harde 
courleof recouery ſhe muſt rubbe of the tkinne to wipe 
- outtheſpor. £8 þae (ehultvts ITE 
"Nov belidesthis gariſhnes in apparell what aretheſe 
paintingt of ſhameles faces, this audacious bouldnes 
in company,theſe impudent geſtures without modeſty 
theſe wanton lookes, thete inticing ſhowes, what are 
theſe and many otherchinges that might be yet (poken 
otbut the vawntcarrers ot adultry, vx 
- .. Thereis mention made of a canmen in the ciwill lawe 

where it was ordeyned that ifa man did offer violence 
to any woman were lhe neucr {o vertuous or honeſtyet 
— likea ſtrumpet,ſhe had noremedieagainſt him by 
Bur this excefle that isnow.yſed in apparell doth cer- 
cainly bring threethinges with it the hit, Offence toGod 
the ſecond, 7t giveth hope to the wytions, and thirdly 17 
bringeth deftru&ion to the huſbande, ' (| 
Bur the vertuous woman houldeth ita matter of con- 
ſcience, ro artyre her {elfe no more coſtly then may well 
ftand with her huſbandes care and abilitie, ſhe is loath 
to bring him into debt or to ſer him on the ſcore for her 
prideand bravery. 16: 2H 0). Logan 5:5 
| She doth ber huſband good and not euill,all the dayesof her 
the, Salomon. | hy 
doth her hu{bend little good that maketh. him 
tohangeon the ſcore, aſwell to his owne hinderance as 
to the vidoinge of other men,and but to maintaineand 
non ay ey Adam beg anne «t Ee lortherninethe 
confuſion theextortion the oppreſhon yea and the lacr! 


lodge olemanyzinnt keguoatahe pridert ab th. =_ 
| LUCTY 


of 200d wine f7 


| Every Lady of the Lake, if her hutband haye no-ren- 
nantes of his owne togripeand, atagrateaſhetanas 


 creepe into an office,or haucany thing rodointhe com 


mo wealth he muſt wif he muſt ws. y he muſt carch, 
(crape and ſcratch | ſhifting-meanes) ro mainraine 


his wiues pride and Conndicnd manaer of life;”':- ©; -. 
Cornelius Tacitus in his Apnals maketh mention how 

the Romans,when they vſed to ſend any officers, orocher 

miniſters with authority into any of therr Prouinces, 


they would nor fuffer them ro carry their wines, with. | 


them; A reaſon isrendred, becauſe in the time of peace, 
women docallure and corrupt the mannersofmen, by 
cheir pride and vanity, & many times by their inticing 
prouocations the courle of juſtice is checked and per- 
uerted, and moſt iniurious wrongs commirred: and in. 
the time of warre, they do hinder the feruice by TNEXrTOs 
merity and feare, 

Andit hath many times fallen-our, that huaiohed 
accountes haue beene taken of thoſechat haue bin thas: 
authoriſed, there hath more ſhatmefull-marrer a 
againſt thoſe that have extorted ,bribed, ande 
the inftigation'of women ro maintaine thetr. pompe& 

pride,then could be approved to papenetipany other: 


19N, 


It is written of Epaminundas, the great oetuearer Re 


_ the. 4thenyan warres,wlio having commed to: priſon a 
baſe fellow:cuictothtor his looſeand ia (ermousmanaer- 
of life, was ſdlicted by Pohpodiar 2-capraine. char hadd- 


longerime Ot a (eraitour vnder forhis- 
1n{argement, Epanymineasthat was hy ly _ 
_ ſed with tha Baſecandirioned fellow, 


on a a vill io the endrawoman 
| thax 


*  em—_—— 
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that was openly knowne to be a. common Curtizan, va- 
dertooke the fuite who comming to Epaminundasſhe ob 
cained his liberty,and had the priſoner preſently deliuer 
ed vnto her, whuch being vnderitood by Polipodias,inan 
_ angry fithee chalenged Epuminundas of greatvnkindnes 
_ that would: deny him iſo: flenderaſuite, and wouldur- 
renderto a woman ſq generally infamed; to whom Epa- 
winundas ſaid. fr | | 
Content thy ſelfe Polipodias, for if thou couldeſtadui- 
ſedly conſider ofithe matter, thou wouldeſtnot letto' 
confeſſethat rhe ſuite was fitter ro be granted to a Curti- 
£anthentoaCaptaine. | 
By this Idonote the. impudency of theſe common 
creaturcs, that dare in{inuate themſclnes into any pre- 
ſence,be they neuerſo great nor neuer ſo good and dare 
aduenture to vadertake any ſuite be it neuer ſo baſe or 
neuer ſo ſhametull, and by this againeI doe further ga- 
cher, thatthis kind of cattle ſhall preuaile, when thoſe 
that be honeſt ſhall haue a deniall, Iam afraid there be 
too miy ofthelſewomen ſuiters in theſedayesifall were 
knowne. - DIS: | 7s 136012354 | 
- Butto ſpeakeyeta little of'the pride of theſe rimes I 
might bouldlyavouch; chere is more treaſare ſpentand 
.. conſumed inthat onely finne then would ſerue to ſup- 
portanarmyin the fieid. PTICTEC 21G 
ff  Theyſummeswere infinite tobe ſer downe that are' 
ili, ſpent invanities, butif Eſhoulde ſpeake of the vanities 
= if aparttcular'manner, it wereout of mine climent, my 
| wits would notſerneme.” + 14 O0th 
| Butdlas for picty, how woe begone is thac pgore wo- 
man, thatisoutof the Taylers trim ghar is out of the 1wv- 
breiderers trim, that is outof the Haberdaſhers tries : ak 
ce 


ſheethar is out of the 4riremakeys trim, (hee is aſhamed 


to-ſhew her face, ſhee thinkes her ſelfe vnfirtro converſe 
with honeſt company. 

And there is no remedy, but my Zady mult be coache 
ſhe can not go to church to ſerue God without a coach: 
ſhee that her ſelfe and her mother before her, haue tra- 
uailed many amyle a foote, can not nowe crofle the 
\ breadth ofa ſtreere; but ſhee muſt hayea-coach:I would 
not debarre thoſe Ladies or Gentlewomen,ofany thing 
chat mighteyther eaſe or pleaſe them : thole (I meane) 
that from there infancy haue bcene trained vp by there 
able and worthy parcntes, in a moredainty and delicate 
manner;then thote other againe that never knewe what 
genttlirie menr,for Imake.greatdifference betweene her 
chat hath beenenurtured yp in vertue,inſobrietie,in mo 
dcſty, and in the feare of Goa, from her that had no ber- 
rercureringethenin ſernicude, and.in thoſe baſe funi- 
ons,that they do bur be durty a. dignitie that is: beſto- 
wed vppon them'who knowinge themſelues to be but 
Home Spunne Cloath would yet be reputed to be of Scarlet 

e. 
Iris truth, nature is ſometimes holpen by Arte but 
thoſecreaturesare made vnperfect aſwell by natureas 


by traininge vp:and how education isableto alter, wee 


haue becne taught long ſithens by Zicurgus whelpes. 
Thoſe women that be of highe parentage,and hono- 
rable educarion, being from there infancy trained vp in 
a diſcipline more noble and excellent, they cannor'in 
common iudgement, but proue more admirable aſwell 
in the beauty of the body,as in the giftes of the minde. 
Wherethe otheragaine of baſe education thar haue 


novgad there mindes manured with diſcipline northE. 
D ; {clues 


i 
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ſelnes trained vp inthe ſtadye of knowledge they muſt 
| bertherefote thetmnore imperteR; bur eſpecially inthoſe 
' thingesthat ſhould beaurihe the mind; We 
A farther norets yetlefe vnro me,cthar as hee'is.not to 
be accounted the beſt marchantro the common wealth 
which bri intoycs and rifles, and ſuch other fan- 
tales as are both vaineand needles, but that bringeth in 
fach commodtitiesas may beſt ſerne necefſicie, neither is 
ſhe alwayes the beſt wife thatis muſt adorned with new 
fangled vanirics, but ſhethat indeuoureth moſt to doe 
that which is moſt needfall. | 
And as thoſe ſhippes that arc ſomerimes the faireſtto 
ſhowe.arenor afwayes the fitteſt for vie,neitherare thoſe 
women the morero be eſteemed, but much theracher to 
| beſaſpeRedthardo prankvprhemſelues with too many 
murhmnes. - L 16 2TH 1-1 
Yer in grearand worthy-perſons, ſach as are of abili- 
tieand eftare,rhe vie of ornamentesare notcondemned 
for ſilke and filuer and goldit ſelfe were: created by the 
I:uinge God and not onely for his owne glory but like+ 
wiſe tornecefſities ſake, and may well be vied by good 
and godly perſons. T 0 
Itis written of the daughter of Augaſtuswhenon a day 
being artired abonc her accuſtomed modeſty, whereat 
her Sher taking no great pleaſare, yet for the preſent 
gonerninge his indgement with filence till the next day 
when rang her in habit more couenient to his liking 
. O(faidhe)how farre more ſeemely is this attyre for the 
daughter of Auguſtus, then tharawhich ſhee ware but 
yefterday, ſomuch to the diſguiſing of nature; towhom 
ſhoe aunfwered (and that with reuerence) then (ir, I v{gd 
my time to pleaſe my huſband, and now I ftand _ 
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ce like example was vicd by that vermueus woman 
Heſter, when ſhee proteſted to God chat the ous 
attyre which ſometimes ſhe vicd, no other pur- 


pole then to feede the likinge of chargrear kinge 4//e- 


rus, that had choſen her for his owne. 
And 1dcth,when ſhce ſtripped her ſeife our of her 


fackcloath, intomore glorious garmentes,and decked 
herſelſe' with fo ponent, 4 ornamentes, was it tor any 
other cauſe then to: performe 2 feruice to the glory of 


God. 
Ir is notthe Frecke, therefore thac wadack the Frier 


the more deyout,nor the garmenres of cuery woman 2 


aye confirmarion of inconcincncy of life. 
'This therefore may well be avowed-by the rules of 


Chriſtian obritiahat 3 woman,neicher exceeding the 


prays nor beyond the limices ot her 
owne nc ſropalleg be boundes of herhaſbands 


calling 1donort thinke bur fucha woman may weare 


ary et 
Prout edalwayes,thar ſhee braues it not out with 


other mens goodes, that ſhee hanges not inthe Afercers 
bookes,in the Geldſmzthes bookes, ma the Taylers booke, 
maincaininge her pride with ——— purſes like Ac- 
ſeps lay, thardeckr her f(elfe with orher birdes tearhers 
' This beauty which.is ſo muckeſteemed amongſt wo 
men ſhould be a Zeoking g/a//e whereby we mighe atarre 


c_ » the Maicſty ofthe _—__ and from thence 
cogtations to the 


| aeyriss 
pris ir of the hi gy hh Behe nut 
ble beantic ofthealmigh _—_ whence as from 
a fountaine py 4 1 ch. e's ee 
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Andas beauty isa ble 


hageo a wotuan,fo ſhedſhould 
lcarne ofher mother nature eo hide ir, who coucreth c- 
very faire & precious thing vader lhelles barkesrockes 
yeaand in bortomles ry n” »layitopen asa 

l tngcommon. 1321 03733 F 

' Precious thingesare not euery dayſerty oper lale, 
and beaunie Jayerh open herrich&&,notonely in the E/:- 
wents,but likewiſe in the compounds,noronly owthe (11 
perhiciall partes of rhe Exr7h, but cuen withic the baw- 
cls thircoliwk where ſhee horderh them vpasing plc teas 

ſary: the beautie of the minde is much mare iworch then 


rhe beaury of the body, the invilible of berrer eſteeme 
then the viltble. , 
fecions 


 Abeaurifull woman knowinge henncenag 

ſhouidſo much therarher gaide herſelfe by:the zeale of 
honourand the bridle of ſhamefaſtnes, - and not to. vio» 
lare ſo vnſpeakablearreaſure with any _ _— 
of immodeſtie. 3233 $40 

A beaurifull woman beingirobbed 5 dyled'of 
choſe excellent ornamentes of Modeſtie, ms lnes, 
ſheeremaines naked both inprice and honour and is _ 
much the more to be hated and dereſted. | 
The beamic ofthe body, is but a ſliding ſhadow:that 
quickly vaniſherh away, wee ſhould theretoreturne our 
eyes tothe beauticoftheminde which is indeed,the {0- 
arTaigne light thatts freefrom all cha ao 
If beaunteit (elte be thus. vaine and brict ewhari is then 

rhis borrowed beancie.and firlt how many vices archid- 

den vndertheſe paineed faces, whardeformicie cqucred 
with vailes & maſks, what crooked minds v nnderſtreight- 


ned bodyes, wharviolating of ' honour vider counters 
= ſhowes of comlines neither can it bee —_— 
ra 
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rall or bodyly beautie in them, who having torne the 
fan&ified vailes of ſhametaſtnes hauc offered rhe-vie of 
their intemperate bodies to comon proſtituris (thoagh 
not vet bally in wordes)yer vnder the ſhowes of rheir gaw 
dy and gariſh attyres. 

Forthis painting of faces, Ithinkeitexceedes{o much 
the more in many women to pleaſe the eyes of men 
which they thinkeare the ſooner drawners 2ltking by 
fome appearing beauty wherein they ſomrime3 exceede 
fo farre;that in fleade of making themſciues lonely,they 
many times become loathſome and odious,nor onely ir 
the conceiptcs ofall honcſt men, but eventos thole ro 
whom they be moſtdefirous to pleaſe and content. 

But ſhee thatis not aſhamed ro fallihe thoſe exrertor 
parres ofthe body is much to be ſuſpected thar ſhee will 
make little conſcience to aduiterate the inward beauty 
ofthe mind: how many women are there in theſedayes 
that do imployall there ftuddies and bend their whole 
 Indeuours, but onely to the adorninge of there bodyly 
beautie,as if they had beene created by G24 but onely to 


make themſelucsappeare to be gaye and beaurifull. 


And how many worthy women be thereagaine in 


theſe dayes in whom the outward beautiesof ther bo- 
_ dies do bur ſlethe inward beautie of the mindes. 

| Nature hath ordained 'in all good and vertuous wo- 
_ menthis affection of ſhametaſftnes,which ſeruerh as 2 re- 
ſtraintto withhould them from thoſe arrifictall abillt- 
mentes thatdoe either ſmell of vanitie, or Cn 
of h6heſty: for Bu/bfulves 18 it thar moderates there 
choughtes,makes them modeſt in their ſpeaches,tempe- 
rate in theirations,and wane in all their deliberartons. 
The bluſb of a woryns face,is an approbation ofachaſt _ 


| 


: 
| 
| 
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and honorable minde, and a manifeſtſigne; that ſhee 
doth notapprooue any intemperate ations, or any 0- 
ther laſciutous ſpeeches,and demeanoursthatare either 
offered to herlelte, orto any in her preſence. | 

The woman that hath forgotten to bluſh, itisan ar- 
ment,ſhee is paſtgrace,for 3 hamefaſtxes is not onely a 
idle to finne,bur itis likewiſe the common treaſury of 
feminine vertue. | | 

We haue hitherto heard,that a woman is likened to a 
ſhip,the veruous 79 4 ſhip of marchats « the vicious to 4 pi- 
rater a robber: & there are many things thatare like the 
one the other, bur euery ſimilitude is not the thing it ſelf 
that itreſembleth the Deuill is like an Angell of light, 
and copperis like gold,yerall is not gold that gliſtererh, 
and if cyill women were not ſomenmes like to good, 
which indecd they be notthey could not decetneſo ma 
ny men asthey doe. _ 
Let vs now ſee likewiſe what the vertuous woman doth, 
for being,is knowne by doing as the tree is knowneby 
his fruite, . | R419; 

S hee ſeckethwoolle and flaxe, and laboureth, ſhee putteth 
Ph aac to the wheell == | ny i 

Solomon pointed her a houſe-worke it ſhould fceme, 
ſhee muſt not be agadder about the ſtreetes but a Zome * 
kuſwife:Yalthough her degree be ſuch, that ſhee purteth 
not herſelfe ro bodily labour, yet Shree owerſeeth the wayes 
of her houſbould.ſhe mult ſee to her children her ſeruantes 

And a vertuous woman though ſhee bringe in no- 
thinge that 1s of herj owne earning, gotten with her 
owne handes,yer(as it hath beene worthily noted) great 
thinges comes inby her : ſhee bringerh in by her dili- 


gence 


a —m—_ mt 
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gence,by her wiſdome by her gouernement and by her 
good forclight ſhec bringeth in with her eye. "& 

The Harlot is of an other condition, tor ſheerarher 
ſeckerh to ſpend in vanicy,then to bring in honeſtly,aad 
what is lewdly gotten is commonly as lewdly ſpens. 

As the certainemarkes of a vertuous woman, is to be 
a good huſwife, and to keepe her owne hoale, fo ane 0- 
ther eſpeciall note of the « ulterous woman Is : 

Her feete cannot abide in her houſe, but now ſhee is without 
now in the ſtrcete, and lies in waite at euery corner : Pro.7. 

A diſhoncſt woman is hardly kept within her owne 
houſe, but ſhee muſtbe aramping, anda royſting abour 
to make herſelfe knowne; but ir ſhoulde ſeeme by the 


proceſſe of the texr,Gey. 3 1. that 7acobs wines, Rahell and 


Leah, were none of theſe fisking dames, thar did vſe to 
runneaboutto ſeeke out acquaintance:for aJthough 74- 
cob himſelfe kept the fieldes amongſtthe carrle, yer his 


wiues were ſtill abiding in their fathershouſe, for when 


Jacob was warned by God, to make his returne amongſt 
his owne kinred : He ſent and called Rahell and Leah to the 
feieldes onto his flocke : he (ent, and the meſſenger founde 
chem, forthey were not to (ceke, bur the pathes of 4 Har- 
lot are moueable, they are hard to be found ( fayth Solomon) 
It was not ſo with them, forthey were nor ſo ſodainely 
ſent for, but they were as readily found, and came away 
with as great ſpeede - and ſuch expedition was made by 
their willing readincs, that Laban followed ſeen dayes 
iourny, before he could overtake them. 
Bythisit mightappeare, that Jacobs two wines Rabel 
and Leah, were no iden amongſtrheir gofhps : onely 
1acobs daughter Dinab, in a ing tourny ro;take the 
gaze, made an;ill voyage aud came home with ſhame N 
c Tok noug 
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nough. 43.8 

And 7acob himfelfe, though he werea good man, yer 
hee had his infirmiries, for as hee ſoucd one wife better 
then an other -ſo helqued one ſonne more dearely then 
an other, which amongſtthereſt of his children cauſed 


that malice and deſpite, 'as might haue coſt the liſe of 


loſeph. | 
And as Jacob was not free from theſe infirmities,(0 he 
was ſubic@ to other ſeuerall croſſes:firſt Zaban beguileth 
him:then his moſtdearly beloged wite,wasa long time 
barren: his ſonne Rgber defileth his bed, & commirteth 
inceſt with Bibah,hisdaughtcr Dinahwas rauiſhed in the 


idle iourny ſhee madeto viſite the daughters ofa ſtrange' * 


—_—. 

-  BurifIfhould ſpeake of the diſorders of his children 
.1n generall, Imight amplifie much more then properly 
belongeth ro rhe ſubieQt thar Thave raken in hand : bur 


theſe are examples for our exergy teach vs to walke 
warily, and to bevery circnmſpe&thow we gouerne our 


ſelves in the affayres of this vncertaine world, where our' 


affetionsare apt and ready to leade vs aſtray. 

The matter that] would make enident is,thatthe ho- 
lieft men may ſometimes be wronged by a difloyal wite: 
and heereis yera furthernoteto beobferved : for Rahel 
and Zexh that had beene trayned vp ina generous man- 
ner by Zaban their father, (and were both of them aſivel 

ed by natureas by nurture)conrinued the honor 
and dignity of their ſexe to their dying day; but Bilhah 
that wasa woman ofa more ſeruile eſtate' and conditi- 
on, fhee wronged 7acob, defiling his bedde with one of 
his owne ſonnes - the hyftory is very well knowne,and 
by the circumſtthces wee may boldly coniclude, thats 

a di whatſocuer 


” 
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whatſocuer hee bee, that will take ſuch a wife as hath 
beene trayned vp in a baſe education, let him be ſure 
ſhee will how herſelte no lefle baſe. in condition. 

| Burto returnetoour former purpoſe, we haue heard 
*ehatthe woman ofhoneſt life, k er ownc houſe: 

Shee ouerſeeth the wayes of her houſhold, but the other, her 

feete can not abide in bo ſe : but ſhee ſittethin her doores, 
inticing the paſſers by, ta enter, but her gueſts that goe in are 
inthe depth of hell. Pro. 9. - 

| Depart from her therefore, thou that art wiſe, keepe thy 
{elfe alvofe from her and come not neare the doores of her houſe 

Amongſt theſe inftrutions thus left vnto vs, there is 
® yetone other note ſer downe by Solomon, what the ver- 
 tyous woman doth : She eatethnot the bread of idlenes. 

To ſpeake truly, hee that is ſo negligentro looke 
into her hogſhold affaires, that her diligence doth not 
counteruaile her mearte, thee ts vnworthy to catear all, 
but our women now are growne to bee ſo dainty mou- 
thed, thartheordinary that their mothers were 
brought vpp withall, isnowe become too baſe for the 
daughters. | 

All muſt bee dainry, though ſomerimes creditors do 
wring forie, yea,and their owne hu(bands fomerimes 
tor company -like Exe the witc of 4dam, who amongſt 


allthetrees in paradiſe, none woulde ſeruc, but that. 


which was her husbauds bane. 
[donor ſpeakeagainſt Hoſpitality, or good houlckee- 


ping:forbounty is never repygnanteo honeſty,burdoth 


_ alvdyes rather accompany ir. 

he matrerthar I reprehend,/isthis prodigall nicity, 
that is good fornothing, vnleſſe to verifie the prouerde, 
Farre fettht and dare bought is good for Ladies. Ay 
| z E p 
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Theſe womens mindes thatarenotruled by the bri- 
dleof Shamefaſtnes, they doe ſer their whole delires- of : 
thoſe things which doe belt betit their owne pleaſures 
| andd?lightes, anddoe huntafternothing elle, bur after 
luch things as doegiue way totheir owne contents, and | 
thar is, to lone variety a(well in meates, as inall other 
things, todelire nouelties, to follow delicacies, and are 
common gueſtes at banquers, and are aptandready to 
 frequenttables, that be furniſhed and peſtred with too 
many fuperfluities : the which doe naturally incline to 
concupilcence, for this diuerlity of nouriſhing meates _ 
( being ſo much the more increaſed by ſweet and pleq- 
ſing Foo and perfumes ) ircarries them headlong to = 
the higheſtdegrec of 1ntemperance: for where Senſe bea- 
reth ſway, and withoutthe Curbe or Bridle of Yertxe, is 
made predominant : there Reaſon is made a Slaue, and 
is ledd intoadelightſome kinde of Zethargie, tothe end 
it ſhould not beable ro. diſcerne that error. 
_ Suchis theway of an adulterons woman ( layth Solomon) 
' ſheeeateth and wipeth her mouth, and ſayth, 1 haue commit- 
 fednomiquity. "a, 
Me thinkes Solomenin theſe words, hath painted oue 
the perfeR pifture ofa harlot, as ſhee ſitreth at her table. 
Shee eateth and wipeth her mouth, and ſayth, I haue com- 
mitted nointquitie. | 
Shee eateth, but not ofthe labour of her handes, or 
of her owne honeſt indeuours: bat ſhee cateth the bread 
ofidlenes, and nor of idlenes alone, but oftharwhich 
is broughtin by ſinne, by-wickednes, by deceipt, and 
many times, by filthy abhominarion. 
Yerſhee firteth and fimpereth amongſt the infortu- 
nate fooles that frequent her, and (alas ſayth ſhee) I 


-am 


" 
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am innocent, free from il] thought, I am not vengable, 
I am not malicious:Iam loath to offend any,l neuecr did 
wronge, alas I am harmeles, 

And thus ſhee wipeth her mouth & ſayerh,7 haze com- 
mitted noiniquitie : when in truth there is nothing in her 
but malice,there is nothing in her but miſcheife,there is 
nothing in her but diſſenrion, burlying, burſlandering, 
but ſtirring oftrite, bur drawing of T_ but ſetting 


of men together by the eares,but coleningand cheatin 


to maintaine pompe and prodigalitie : and pompe a 
prodigallity La uv . aine thereby trodraw 4 Fools 
to be coſened and cleans : 

O beware therefore, of the ſubtleries of a Harlot, be- 
pocriſie, beware of her difhmulation, be- 


ware of her h 
ware of her wet ſhe once beginneth to counterfeit ho- 


lines 

. Salomon ſcofferh at thoſe holy Harlotes, and ſhee thar 
dffered her ſelfe to enery mans luft, he ſetterh out for a- 
demy-faint with peace offeringes to God. Pro. 7, 
Take heede(faith he)of the woman that is ſmooth of tongue 
| for looking out of my window in an exening, 1 ſaw a yong man 
paſſing through the flreetes, and behould a woman met with 
him, that wasof a Harlotes behasiou - roy her tonoue 
and [ubtill in her heart : ſo ſhee caught him and ſhee kiſſed hi 
with an impudent face, and ſaid onto him : I hae pecce offe- 
«ringes: this day 1 haue paide my vowes, and 1 am come out 
to ſecke thee, and now 1 haue founde thee, come let vs take 
our fill of pleaſure, 1 haue decked my chamber with rich orna- 


mentes: I haue perfumed my bed, all things are prepared: let 
vs therefore nh time in loue is ot 


ton is made by Salomon in his booke 


This deſcripti 
of Pro, Cap.7. Tow the 10. tothe 24-verſe, 
E 2 One 
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| One other note of the verrous woman: Shee opereth 
hermouth with wiſedome,and the law of grace is in hr tongue 

The woman of modefty openeth not her mouth but 

* with diſcretion, neicher 1s there any bitternes in her 
rongue : ſhee ſeemeth in ſpeaking, to hould her peace, 
and in herfilence thee feemeth to ſpeake. 

; Her verycounrenance doth preach modeſty, ſobrietie 
baſhfullnes,continency,temperance,ſtayedues humilitie 
grace and goodnes: Gol - 

A Harlzt is tull of words Shee is babling and lowde({aith 
Salomon) Pro.7. 

She 1s bould, ſhe is impudent, ſhee is ſhameles ſhee is 
immodeft, thee will blyſhat nothing, ſhee is preſumpru- 
ous,ſhee isa diſgrace to womanhood and fit for no com | 
pany bur for the laſctuious, yet againe the vertuous wo- 
man will doe her huſband good and not ill all the dayes of her | 
life. 5” "ayes cf 

Mi the wicked woman is a reproch to her huſband, 
and ſhee doth him more intury,thenall her good 1sable 
to'counteruailc, he ſhall find it in his purſe by her prodi- 

al:cie,by her pride, by her vanitie: for ſhec maketh him 
Full fitter ro craue new credite, then to pay old debres 

He ſhall find it in his crediteand reputation, forhe is 
mocked {corned and derided, by as many as knowe him 
and is portmeed ras he paſſeth through tie ſtreetes. 

To conclude 4 vertuous woman ts « crowne to her huſ- 

= band: but fſhee that maketh him aſhamed is as corruption in his 

- bones. Pro. 12. | 

© Wedoſerhatavertyous woman is compared in the 
ſcriptures ro be like vato many thinges : for ſometimes 
thee is likened roa marchattes ſhip, lometimes roa ule 


ſometimes roagardenof pleaſantflowers,lomertimesto 
> OE IO »Þ 


\ 


afpring of fweete water; David likeneth her to a 
vine and here ſhee is compared toa crowne. | 
We may ſee, a vertuous woman is like vnto mahy 
rhinges: but as Salomen hath (aid pearles and precious ſtones 
are not like wnto her :\hee is ineſtimable. 14 
T heſe notes of women thus formerly ſpoken of are 
giuen vs by Salomon, whereby to diſtinguiſh the good 
trom the bad, forasI haucalready ſaid chere hath beene 
both good and bad andrhat fromthe beginning, 
Andas faint Paale, writing to the Corinthians, ſaith 
there muſt be Herifges that they that are proued may be known 
So lay I: amongſt women there muſt be bad amongſt 
the good thar thoſe that are good may bethe more glo- 
rious. | 
- As vertues then had thcir beinge in the world: fo vices 
did neceſlaryly accompany them and haye the like in- 
crealing or decrealing the one asthe other. 
It cannottherefore be ſaid: that vices do more abound 
atthis preſent then in former ages, butwe muſt confeſle 
the like of vertues,that are more exceeding,now then 12 
times paſt they haue beene for what is there remaininge 
vaderthe heauens that is not perteted. 
I dare bouldly avonch, there is no arte no (cience no 
o:cupatio,nor handicrafr,norany other protcthon whar 
{o ever, but there is innovation, and from age to age, all 
thinges are perfected bettered arid drawne to a forme of 
greaterexcellency then eucr our preadeceſlours vnder- 
ſtood of. 
Andas by this continuance of time,gooducs is made 
better, ſo i] is madoworle: & as good women are more 
vertuaus,{o il women arc more vicious. 


From dence Iyyould conclude,tharas the world was 
| yet 


| of gradwomen. 
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never deſtitute of women,but that from age to 
c it was ſt1]] ers; av and that in moſt cont 
manner: {0 I am per{wadcd, thatar this preſent howre, 
_ good womenarenotonely as plentifull'as they haue 
becne 1n times paſt, burttharrhey are nowe more ſuper- 
excellent, then cuer they were betore, nor for that the 
women of former did omirre any goodnes 
atthen was known, bur becauſc ourpredeceſlors were 
ignorant (indcede:) of many thingsappertaining both 
togood and ill, that is now frequenrtand conuerſant al- 
moſtro cucry vnderitanding. 
Wee havenow learned from Salomey, the true notes 
and markes of a good woman , both whar ſhee is, and 
whereby we may both know and finde her. 

And wee ſee itis nortthee, that can ſhow the moſt im- 
pudenr face, it is not ſhee thatcan dance the moſt lofti- 
eſt [inquapace, ir is not ſhee that is too lauiſh of her lips, 
or to looſe of her tongue, it is not ſhee thar hath forgot- 
tento bluſh, nor ro be aſhamed atany thing, itisnot ſhe 
that is either r00 coy,or yet to0 curteous:why then?mo- 
_ deſtie is it, thatis the truc marke ofeucry good womi,& 

thee that hath once loſt that vertue,ſhe hath loſt her cui- 
dence,ſhe hath nothing to ſhow thar ſhe is a woman, but 
rathera moſtcr in the habit or ſhape ofa woman,odible 
in the ſight of God and hatctull and deteſtable betore all 
£00d men: if there be any that will impugne thele teti- 
 Mmoniesthusſer downe by Salomon,they can be none but 
ſuch as wil impuegne the veriry of the holy (criptnres:for 
if the {criprures be true Salomon was the wilct that ever 
was amongſt men : and out of the depth of this wif 
gome hee hath giuen vstheſe notes which he hath left 


vBto v5 12 his bookes of Prowerbes, a booke firſt ſpins 
, _ by 
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by the ſpirit of Goda booke Cannomzedallowed and re- 
ceiged by the Church. | 
he infallible markes of a verruous woman then, as 
they are ſet downe by Salomonare thele, ſhee muſt haye 
modeſtly haſhfullnes ful-nee abſtinence, ſobric tic: [hee mutt be 
traable to her huſband, Shee doth her huſband good Exe. 
Shee muſt not bee a vaine talker She 9peneth her mouth 


with wiſdome. 
Shee muſt be carefull ofher family Shee awerſceth the 


wayes of her houſhould, 
Shee mult be tull of exerciſes: Shee eateth not the bread 


of idlenes. 

Now the woman that is ap 

inſolent audacious, anight when ay company kerper zadder 

* about the ſtreets,if ff a null ms be nabred amongſt 
thoſe women thar be good, then Salomon was 2 Foole, 
that hath avowed the contrary,and then the 
are vntrue that hath teſtifi:d of his wiſdome,& God him 
ſelte is a promiſe breaker, and was nor rue of his word 
when he ſayd vnto Salomos. 

1 haue giuen thee a wiſe and an eodefluliy heart [a that 
ther hath been none like thee before thee neither after thee ſhall 
ariſe the like vnto thee. 1XKin.Cap.z.ifrhere be any therfore 

that will yet make cauels, roche contrary,chey doe 

but devaiy them(ſclues and ([uch vaine contens 
ders, are not worthy to bee aunſfwered, I 
will therefore here make an ende 
and reſt my ſelfe 
with #- 
lence. 


FINIS. 


Epilogus. 


Theſe harmeleſſe Iynes, that nener did BITTY 

1n any ſort, to ſlaunder or detett : 
1 hope ſhall not be torturedon the racke, 

Nox wreſted to amiſconceiued ſenſe. oO (TRIER 
1 ftrike at Sinne, yet ſing bright Vertuesprayſe, 

If Gauld backe iade, with Vo. miſdeeming eye, 

IWi 1; earch [0 neare, to rubbe his feſtred ſore - 
.  Thefaultes not mine, his errour is the wore. 
# hat ſonge ſo [weete, f. Sntes themſelues woulde ſing, 

_ But Currs would barke, and Snakes are apt to ſting. 
T he ſure is this, 1 little force the ſpight, 

That ſerues awry, what 1 hane forged right. 


_ FINTS. 
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